UTOPIA                                         151
souldiours in peace tyme (yf that bee peace) whyche be brought in
under the same colour and pretense, that hath persuaded you to kepe
ydell servynge men. For thies wyse fooles and very archedoltes
thought the wealthe of the whole countrey herein consist, if there
were ever in a redinesse a stronge and sure garrison, specially of
old practised souldiours, for they put no trust at all in men tin-
exercised. And therfore they must be forced to seke for warre, to
the ende thei may ever have practised' souldiours and cunnyng man-
sleiers, lest that (as it is pretely sayde of Salust) their handes and
their mindes through idlenes or lacke of exercise, should waxe dul.
But howe pernitious and pestilente a thyng it is to maintayne suche
beaste, the French men, by their owne harmes have learned, and the
examples of the Romaynes, Carthaginiens, Syriens, and of manye
other countreyes doo manifestly declare. For not onlye the Empire,
but also the fieldes and' Cities of all these, by divers occasions have
been overrunned and destroyed of their owne armies before hande
had in a redinesse. Now how unnecessary a thinge this is, hereby
it maye appeare: that the Frenche souldiours, which from their
youth have ben practised and inured in feates of armes, do not
cracke nor advaunce themselfes to have very often gotte the upper
hand and maistry of your new made and unpractised souldiours.
But in this poynte I wyll not use many woord'es, leste perchaunce I
maye seeme to flatter you.
No, nor those same handy crafte men of your in cities, nor yet the
rude and uplandish plowmen of the countreye, are not supposed to
be greatly afTrayde of your gentlemens idle servyngmen, unlesse it
be suche as be not of body or stature correspondent to their strength
and courage, or els whose bolde stomakes be discouraged throughe
povertie. Thus you may see, that it is not to be feared lest they
shoulde be effeminated, if their were brought up in good craftes
and laboursome woorkes, whereby to gette their livynges, whose
stoute and sturdye bodyes (for gentlemen vouchsafe to corrupte
and spill none but picked and chosen men) now either by reason of
rest and idlenesse be brought to weakenesse: or els by to easy
and womanly exercises be made feble and unhable to endure hard!-
nesse. Truly howe so ever the case standeth, thys me thinketh is
nothing avayleable to the weale publique, for warre sake, which you
never have, but when you wyl your selfes, to kepe and mainteyn
an unnumerable fiocke of that sort of men, that be so troublesome
and noyous in peace, whereof you ought to have a thowsand times
more regarde, then of warre. But yet this is not only the necessary
cause of stealing. There is an other, whych, as I suppose, is proper
and peculiar to you Englishmen alone.
What is that, quod the Cardinal? forsoth my lorde (quod I) your
shepe that were wont to be so meke and tame, and so smal eaters,